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Troubling Details in Annual Report       by Denise Leipold, Executive Director  
Every year since 1976, the Ohio 

Department of Health (ODH) has released 
their annual report about abor ons that 
occur in the state.  The report contains 
informa on about the age, race and marital 
status of the woman who 
aborts, and the 
gesta onal age of the 
child she is abor ng.  
With this informa on, we 
can analyze the data and 
determine trends.  This 
year’s report was about 
induced abor ons that 
occurred in Ohio during 
the 2020 calendar year. 

Ohio has similar 
annual sta s cs in 
comparison  to other 
states.  For several years 
a er Roe v Wade was 
enacted in 1973, the 
incidence of induced abor on rose steadily, 
hi ng a peak of roughly 46,000 in 1982 in 
Ohio.   In the United States, abor on 
numbers hit their peak in the late 1980’s with 
a high of almost 1.5 million children killed in 
1990.  Since that me, the number of 
induced abor ons has slowly trended 
downward, with current yearly abor on 
numbers at less than half of what they were 
at their highest in Ohio and slightly more 
than half of what they were at their peak in 
the United States. 

Ohio’s 2020 report con nued in the trend 
of previous years showing slight increases and 
decreases as it has in the past with one 
glaring excep on:  the number of abor ons 
that occurred in Summit County increased by 
over 53.5% in one year!   In addi on, 
statewide, the number of non‐surgical 
abor ons (using the “abor on pill”) 
increased by 26.28% and now comprise 
47.88% of the total reported abor ons in the 
state.   Considering that non‐surgical 
abor ons were only 4% of the state’s total 
abor ons in 2015, this is quite alarming. 

For those who witness and pray at the 
Northeast Ohio Women’s Center abor on 
facility in Cuyahoga Falls (Summit County’s 
only surgical abor on facility), the spike in the 

number of yearly abor ons is no surprise.  
Over the last several years, including during 
the height of the ini al covid pandemic 
scare, the door at this clinic has seemed 
like a revolving door.  The clinic facility is 

rela vely small, with only 
one procedure room and a 
total square footage of 
under 1800 square feet.  
The local fire marshal 
states that the maximum 
capacity of persons 
allowed inside the building, 
including staff, is 15.  That 
capacity is reached almost 
every me they open their 
doors.  There is great cause 
for alarm here.   This clinic 
does both surgical and 
medica on abor ons, and 
must follow the same 
health and safety 

standards as any other ambulatory surgical 
facility in the state or risk being closed.  
However, like other abor on facili es in 
the state, it has never suffered more than a 
wri en warning for mul ple viola ons 
since re‐opening its doors in 2014 with a 
new name a er being shut down by the 
ODH and the federal Drug Enforcement 
Administra on (DEA) in 2013 for a laundry 
list of health, safety and drug viola ons.  In 
2017, the Ohio medical license of 
abor onist/owner/operator David Burkons 
was suspended for only 6 months with 
three years proba on for opera ng a pill 
mill from the clinic.  In spite of this, the 
clinic remained open and Burkons 
con nued to be at the facility.  Burkons 
also has an extensive history of botched 
medica on abor ons. In 2012, he had a 
record 17 botched medica on abor ons 
with no repercussions.  This past summer, 
the dismembered aborted remains of a 
child of approximately 17‐18 weeks 
gesta on was found in a trash can outside 
the back door of Burkons’ clinic, along with 
numerous other items of medical and 
hazardous waste, and many easily 
iden fiable records and items containing 
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confiden al pa ent informa on.  This was all done in 
viola on of federal and state laws.  All of these 
materials were turned in to federal and state agencies, 
and the clinic is currently under inves ga on by several 
of them including the Ohio Medical Board, the Ohio 
Pharmacy Board, the Ohio Department of Health , the 
Ohio Environmental Protec on Agency and the United 
States Department of Health and Human Services.  
Despite all of this, the clinic remains open. 

More worrisome than the number of abor ons in 
Summit County is the drama c increase in the number 
of non‐surgical abor ons statewide.  Other than 
following FDA 
guidelines, there is 
no licensure or ODH 
oversight for clinics 
or physicians who 
prescribe these 
drugs.  The majority 
of non‐surgical 
abor ons are done 
using the drugs 
mifepristone or 
misoprostol.  The 
dangerous RU486 
protocol is a 
combina on of 
these two drugs.  
Despite the 
abor on industry’s 
claims of its ease 
and safety, the RU486 abor on method comes with a 
long list of contraindica ons, i.e., condi ons that 
doctors believe should disqualify a woman from using 
the method or should at least call for heightened 
cau on and monitoring among those selec ng pa ents 
and administering the drugs because of the increased 
medical risks faced by such women.  However, many 
abor on providers are adver sing non‐surgical 
abor ons as very safe, and ads have been seen in public 
transporta on adver sing abor on “in the comfort of 
your own home.”  The reality is that non‐surgical 
(medica on) abor ons are poten ally even more 
dangerous than surgical ones because women are 
taking dangerous drugs with poten ally fatal health 
complica on with limited medical oversight.  How 
dangerous is mifepristone?  The Risk Evalua on and 
Mi ga on Strategy (REMS) is a drug safety program 
that the U.S. Food and Drug Administra on (FDA) can 
require for certain medica ons with serious safety 
concerns to help ensure that the benefits of the 
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medica on outweigh its risks.  While all medica ons have 
labeling that informs health care stakeholders about 
medica on risks, only a few medica ons require a REMS.  
One of those drugs is mifepristone. 

During the covid pandemic, the FDA protocols and rules 
for the dispensing of abor on pills has become more 
relaxed with the abor on industry claiming that women 
should have access to these drugs during the pandemic 
without having to have a doctor’s examina on or any kind 
of in‐person contact.  Considering how dangerous these 
drugs are, relaxing these rules would not allow for 
prescribers to determine the gesta onal age of the 

pregnancy (the 
drug is 
considered “safe” 
for use only up to 
10 weeks), or 
screening for any 
medical 
condi ons that 
make use of 
these drugs 
dangerous, 
among which are 
ectopic 
pregnancies, 
adrenal 
insufficiency; 
coagula on 
disorders; use of 
steroid 

medica ons; known allergies to the drugs; liver, respiratory, 
renal or cardiovascular disease, thromboembolism, 
hypertension, anemia and insulin‐dependent diabetes 
mellitus.  Also, women who receive these drugs through the 
mail are less likely to schedule a follow‐up appointment to 
determine whether or not pills worked or if the pregnancy 
was en rely removed.  Women with incomplete abor ons 
can risk hemorrhaging and death in addi on to the many 
other risks associated with the abor on pills. 

Other standout sta s cs from the 2020 Ohio report 
include: 1) black women had 48.1% of  resident abor ons, 
despite blacks being roughly 14% of Ohio’s popula on 
(according to recent U.S. Census Bureau informa on); 2) 
the majority of resident abor ons occurred in women 
between the ages of 20‐19;  3) only 2.5% of abor ons were 
done on women under 18 years of age; and 4) 81.8% of 
resident abor ons were done women who are not married. 

To read the full ODH abor on report, visit our website, 
click on “Issues”, then “Abor on”, and scroll down to the 
ar cles sec on where the report will be listed.                       

This chart from the ODH 2020 “Induced Abor ons in Ohio” report shows the downward trend 
in the number of abor on since the 1980’s. 
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Should These People Have Been Aborted?                                       by Dr. Ray Adamek 
Prenatal tes ng and ultrasounds are o en 
administered during pregnancy to determine 
the gender or health of the child in the womb. 
All too o en these days, if the possibility of any 
fetal abnormali es or mental or physical 
handicaps are revealed, it becomes a death 
sentence for the child and parents are told that 
the child will not have any quality of life and 
should be aborted. 

Zion Clark was born 
with Caudal Regression 
Syndrome leaving him 
without legs. He grew 
up in foster care. In 2nd 

grade, he developed an interest in 
wrestling.  At 16, he was adopted by 
Kimberly Clark Hawkins.  Encouraged 
by his grammar school coach, he 
became a  wrestler at Massillon Ohio’s 
Washington High School, ending his 
final season with a 33‐15 record.  He 
went on to wrestle at Kent State for 
two years.  Both because he learned 
to walk on his hands and because he 
trains assiduously, Clark has good 
upper‐body strength.  He was ranked 
8th in the Na onal Collegiate 
Wrestling Associa on at 125 lbs.  
While cheering for his sister at a track 
meet in Columbus, the Chair for the 
Paralympics approached Zion and 
encouraged him to try wheelchair 
racing.  In 2016, he won two state 

tles in the 100 and 400 meter,  
placed 3rd in the 800  and 3rd in the 
shot put.  In June 2021, he competed 
in the U.S. Paralympic Track and Field 
trials and  placed 4th overall. Zion’s 
mo o is “No Excuses.”  He says, “Life 
is going to be challenging. It’s going to 
try to make you fold.  But that’s what 
makes us human – all of our trials and 
all of our hardships that we go 
through.  And what’s special about us 
is that we’re able to overcome and 
bounce back even stronger.”  

Gaelynn Lea was born 
with a gene c disorder 
that resulted in her 
having very bri le 
bones. In a 2017 

interview she said, “...I broke about 
50 bones in utero.”  By birth, they all 
healed differently, “so my arms and 
legs are bent.”  Loving music, 
Gaelynn wanted to play the cello but 
her disfigured arms were too short. 
She and an instructor came up with 
the idea of playing a violin ver cally, 
like a cello.  With the bow held “like 
a baseball bat,” and the violin 
a ached to her foot so it wouldn’t 
slip, she was able to play.  She now 
uses a decora ve ring to hold the 
bow.  She plays classical, Cel c and 
tradi onal folk music, and uses 
electronics to “loop” each line of a 
composi on to gain the effect of 
mul ple instruments.  Gaelynn won 
an NPR music contest in 2016 and 
has toured 45 states and 9 countries. 
In addi on to music, she does 
speaking engagements about 
disability rights.  She is a founding 
members of Recording Ar sts and 
Music Professionals With Disabili es. 

Ma  Stutzman was 
born without arms in 
1982, and  adopted at 
13 months by the 
Stutzman family.  His 

mother Jean said “Our family 
strategy was to allow Ma  the 
freedom to try almost anything if he 
could accomplish it under his own 
steam.”  Ma  took up bow hun ng 
as a teen in order to hunt with his 
dad, and now uses it as a single 
father to put deer meat on the table 
for his three sons. The 38‐year‐old  
recently competed in his 3rd 
Paralympic Games a er winning a 
silver medal in the 2012 games and 
par cipa ng in 2016.  During the 
trials in Tokyo in 2021, he bested a 
world record. Ma  vowed to return 
to the 2024 games, and frequently 
competes against able‐bodied 
athletes.  Ma  says, “You can go out 
and get whatever you want, if you 
just work at it.” 

Eliza McIntosh has 
spinal dysgenesis and is 
paralyzed from the waist 
down.  Her doctors told 
her parents to abort her 

since she would be in “a vegeta ve 
state” and have “no quality of life.”  
They were wrong. Her parents 
encouraged her to challenge herself.  In 
2011 Eliza broke the Guinness World 
Record for the longest distance doing a 
wheelie in a wheelchair, holding herself 
up for over 12 miles.  She has also been 
a member of the USA Paralympic 
basketball team.    As a college student 
in 2017, she was named Ms. Wheelchair 
America.   Her a tude is, “I was 
basically born a celebrity.  Every me I 
come into a room, people take no ce. … 
That’s impact. That’s power.  I get 
people’s a en on, so I might as well 
use it.  Having a disability [may be] 
something you’re born with, but being 
disabled means you let it stop you.”  

Patrick Henry Hughes 
was born in 1988 
without eyes and with a 
bone condi on that 
made it impossible for 

him to walk.  To correct his scoliosis, he 
had two steel rods surgically a ached 
to his spine and was also given ar ficial 
eyes.  His father let him play the piano 
at nine months, and by his second 
birthday, he was playing requests.  In 
school, Patrick received straight A’s and 
played the trumpet and sang.  In 2006, 
Patrick a ended the University of 
Louisville, and joined the marching 
band a er its director suggested that 
his father push his wheelchair through 
the marching rou nes.  Patrick 
graduated magna cum laude. He has 
appeared on several major TV news 
networks and shows, and has been 
featured in People magazine. He and his 
Dad have made appearances across the 
U.S. and have shared their story in Asia, 
Canada, Central and South America and 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Europe.  Their book, I Am Poten al, is also available as a feature length film.  Patrick says, “God made me blind and unable 
to walk, big deal.  He’s given me the musical gi s I have and the great opportunity to meet new people.”   

Chris Burke was born in 1965 in Point Lookout, NY with Down Syndrome (DS) and his parents were advised 
to ins tu onalize him.  Instead, they brought him home and nurtured him with the help of two older 
sisters and a brother.  Burke enjoyed TV and considered ac ng.  His first performance was in “The 
Emperor’s New Clothes”, staged by the Cardinal Cushing School and Training Center in Hanover, MA.  His 
performance made an impression on Hollywood producer Robert Evans.  Burke con nued to follow his 

interest by a ending night classes, going to audi ons, wri ng scripts, and reading about his favorite actors. He is best 
known for playing the role of Corky in the TV series, Life Goes On. He has acted in TV series and  movies during the 1990s 
and 2000s, winning several awards.  As a member of the Na onal Down Syndrome Society’s staff, he has spoken around 
the world.  He has also toured the U.S. as a singer with a 3‐piece musical group.  From 1994 to 2005, he was editor‐in‐chief 
of two publica ons wri en by and for people with DS, and contributed to the Na onal Down Syndrome Society’s “My 
Great Story” campaign by wri ng his story, “Great Expecta ons.”  

Chelsea Werner’s doctors told her parents she would have low muscle tone because of DS, but they were 
wrong.  She began playing sports, including soccer, swimming, and gymnas cs, which was her favorite.  
Her parents signed her up for Special Olympics gymnas cs, which she won in 2012.  She won it three more 

mes, being a World Champion twice.  Chelsea was discovered by We Speak, a New York agency that 
champions diversity and thought she could be a model.  Since being part of the agency, she has modeled 

for Teen Vogue, Target, Aerie, and other companies.  She has par cipated in New York Fashion Week and Los Angeles 
Fashion Week, and has been featured in SELF magazine and in USA Today, a daily newspaper.  

Chris Nikic became the first DS athlete to complete an Ironman triathlon.  Par cipa ng in Panama City 
Beach, FL in 2020, Chris swam 2.4 miles, biked 112 miles, and ran 26.2 miles.  His achievement was 
recognized by Guinness World Records.  The organizer said on Twi er, “We are beyond inspired, and your 
accomplishment is a defining moment in Ironman history that can never be taken away from you.”  His 
Dad, Nik, helped him train with their slogan, “1% be er each day,” emphasizing that improvement is a 

slow, steady process.  Chris thanked his family and friends on Instagram saying, “Yes, I did the work but I had angels 
helping me.  God surrounded me with angels.  Best part of all, new family and friends.  All about awareness and inclusion.”  
Chris is planning on compe ng in the Daytona Challenge in December, and compe ng in the 2022 Special Olympics.  He 
also plans to raise funds for Racing for Orphans with Down Syndrome, and other DS advocacy organiza ons.  

Bernade e Resha was born with DS in Nashville, TN.  As a child, she a ended many art galleries, 
museums, concert halls and plays.  She is now an accomplished and successful ar st.  Her realis c and 
colorful artwork adorns not only canvases, but clothing, tote bags, mouse pads, mugs, cu ng boards and 
trivets.  She also plays the violin, and has been featured on television shows, in music videos, and 
magazines.   

Amy Bockerste e was born with DS in 1998 in Fort Wayne, IN, a ending a Montessori School from ages 
5 to 12.  Growing up, she swam, played basketball, baseball and soccer, excelling at golf. Having moved to 
Phoenix, AZ, she became the first person with DS to play in the AZ High School Girls Golf Division I State 
Championship.  Amy is a Special Olympics athlete in golf, swimming and volleyball, and plays Challenger 
baseball.  She also plays piano. In January, 2019, as a representa ve of Special Olympics Arizona, Amy 
was invited by the PGA Tour to play the par‐3 16th hole with professional golfers Gary Woodland and 

Ma  Kuchar.     A er hi ng her tee shot into a greenside bunker, she pared the hole in front of a roaring crowd, sta ng, “I 
got this.”  This became the name of a non‐profit founda on she and her family formed to promote golf instruc on and 
playing oppotunites for those with DS and other disabili es.  In June, 2019, as keynote speaker at the Na onal Down 
Syndrome Congress Conven on, she received a standing ova on from 2000+ a endees for her speech, “What’s Your 
Superpower?”  

Note:  Twenty‐two states, including Ohio, have passed laws outlawing abor on in the case of Down Syndrome diagnoses.  Since most laws 
were challenged, the states’ 22 a orneys general urged the Supreme Court this May to uphold a contested Arkansas law.  Es mates of the 
percent of DS pregnancies aborted in the U.S. vary from 65% to 90%.  The pro‐life Charlo e Lozier Ins tute reports that this is in spite of the 
fact that research finds 99% of people with DS described themselves as “happy,” and only 4% of parents of DS children expressed regret about 
having them. (See our Winter, 2015 Lifelines for more “handicapped” heroes, as well as stories of persons conceived in rape).                              

                                                                                                                                                                    n                                   
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     Most of you are aware that Denise Leipold, our 
current execu ve director, will be re ring at the end of 
the year.   Our board has been par cipa ng in an 
extensive search process to hire a replacement and is 
extremely pleased to announce the hiring of Allie 
Frazier. 
    Allie’s most recent job was as the Director of 
Communica ons at Ohio Right to Life.  She has been a 
powerhouse in dealing with print, radio, television and 
social media to share the pro‐life mission.  She has a 
successful background in speaking in front of grassroots 
and student organiza ons in order to unify pro‐life 
messaging. She is passionate, ar culate and well versed 
in community service, poli cal ac vism and personal 
connec ons,  She has an extensive background and 
intensive ac vism training through her previous 
associa on with Na onal Students for Life.  As a college 

student, she was the 
recipient of the 
Students for Life 
Wilberforce Fellowship, 
and con nues to 
mentor current 
Wilberforce Fellowship 
students.  She is also an 
ac ve sidewalk 
advocate in ministering 
to women, families and 
abor on workers at 
abor on facili es and Planned Parenthood loca ons. 
     Allie will be moving here from Columbus and will 
begin her training in the new posi on on November 15.  
If you would like to send Allie a welcoming message, you 
can e‐mail her at director@rtlofneo.com.                          

Meet Our New Executive Director!   

Memorial Service Held for Aborted Child Found in Trash 

On Saturday, September 25, in conjunc on with the Na onal Day of 
Remembrance for Aborted Children, more than 200 people a ended 
a memorial/burial service for Gianna John, the aborted child found 
in the trash this past summer at the Northeast Ohio Women’s Cen‐
ter in Cuyahoga Falls.     To view all the photos from the event, visit 
the photo gallery page on our website.                                                  

Please join us for our 
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We’ve been busy! 

A record 29 foursomes par cipated in the annual Golf For Life tournament held at Silver Lake Country Club on September 13.   It was a day of 
fun on the course, great fellowship and awesome food as we raised much needed funds to con nue in our mission.  Thank you to all the 
sponsors and par cipants!  To view all photos, visit the photo gallery page on our website. 

On the first weekend in October, we par cipated in the Na onal Life Chain holding peaceful signs declaring our pro‐life stance.  On Friday 
during rush hour, some groups held banners on expressway bridge overpasses.   On Sunday, many churches held signs on the streets around 
their church a er their last service of the day.  The pictures on the right above are from par cipants at the Life Chain held in Ravenna. 

RTLNEO Execu ve Director Denise Leipold spent 
two days during October as part of “Respect Life” 
month teaching apologe cs and discussing the 
right to life from concep on through natural death 
to the freshman and sophomore theology classes at 
St. Vincent St. Mary High School.  These students 
were very recep ve to learning about how to 
defend the right to life and how to discuss it with 
their peers, family and friends. 



Great leaders inspire 

greatness in others. 
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If you are age 70½ or older, you can make a gi  directly from your Individual Re rement Account (IRA) to Life 
Educa on Fund, our 501(c)3 affiliate.  Your IRA Qualified Charitable Distribu on may benefit you by mee ng your 
annual required minimum distribu on and reducing your taxable income.  Call us at 330‐762‐2785 to ask for a 
sample le er of instruc on to request a transfer from your IRA custodian to Life Educa on Fund. 

President Biden Ends One War, Intensifies Another                        by Dr. Ray Adamek 

     The last U.S. troops exited Kabul, Afghanistan on 
August 30, 2021.  In his speech from the White House the 
next a ernoon, President Joseph Biden said, “Last night 
in Kabul, the United States ended 20 years of war in 
Afghanistan … My fellow Americans, the war in 
Afghanistan is now over.”  However, since that date, 
President Biden and his party have intensified the 48‐
year war on the “unwanted” unborn.  
       On September 1, 2021 the Texas Heartbeat Act (SB 8) 
took effect in that state.  It prohibits abor on a er the 
unborn’s heart is detected, about 6 weeks a er 
concep on.  As a result, many clinics in Texas closed up 
shop.  While President Biden expressed pro‐life 
sen ments in the past, he no longer does so.  Since the 
passage of the Texas law, Biden and his administra on 
have done everything they can to block the law, failing a 
few mes. However, on October 6, a federal 
judge  temporarily blocked enforcement of the Texas 
law, delivering an early victory to the Biden 
administra on in its legal challenge to the law. It didn’t 
last.  The block was overturned the next day and the law 
was s ll in place at print me for this newsle er. 
          On 9/21/21, the White House released a statement 
about H.R. 3755, the Women’s Health Protec on Act of 

2021, which President Biden has indicated he “strongly 
supports.”  Decep vely named, the bill was passed in the 
House by a 218‐211 by a Democrat majority.  The bill 
would erase all restric ons on abor on through birth and 
prevent states from enac ng any future restric ons.   
Gone would be any curbs on abor on techniques, 
requirements for parental consent, laws that ensure 
women are informed about fetal development, and bans 
on sex‐selec on and Down Syndrome abor ons. 
Democrats also denied a mo on to amend it to include 
protec ons for babies born alive a er a empted 
abor ons. In addi on, H.R. 3755 requires healthcare 
workers, if requested, to par cipate in abor ons 
regardless of any moral or religious objec ons. 
     In essence, H.R. 3755 is much more radical than Roe v. 
Wade and its companion, Doe v. Bolton. It certainly does 
not reflect the a tudes of the American public (from a 
Marist Poll) only 15% of whom think abor on should be 
available to a woman at any me during her en re 
pregnancy, 70% of whom oppose Down Syndrome 
abor ons, and 80% of whom believe it is possible to have 
laws which protect both the health and well‐being of a 
woman and the life of the unborn.                                        
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Our Mission  
Protec ng the sanc ty of human life from concep on 

through natural death...NO EXCEPTIONS 
 
The Main Issues 

Abor on 
Embryonic Stem Cell Research & Cloning 
Euthanasia & End of Life Decisions 

 
Our Goal 

Building the Culture of Life 
 

Our Strategies 
Educate with the facts concerning life issues 
Legislate by promo ng laws protec ng innocent    

human lives 
Advocate as a voice for the voiceless 
Unify those seeking to defend life 
Mul ply our voices to increase in strength  

Right to Life 
of 

Northeast Ohio 

 
PLEASE HELP US... 

  
...to con nue in our fight to 
protect innocent human life 

from concep on through 
natural death…  

NO EXCEPTIONS!   
You can use the envelope 

enclosed with this newsle er 
to make a dona on by mail  

 
or 
 

CALL 
330‐762‐2785 

 
or 
 

make a secure online 
dona on on our website by 

clicking on the “donate” tab. 


