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Every year at this me, we usually publish
an ar cle that looks back on the previous year
and reﬂects on all of our accomplishments
and ac vi es. Every year, we get busier and
busier, do more and more, and every year we
say we are closer and closer to accomplishing
our goal of stopping
abor on and improving the
culture of life. Some mes
it feels like you are in a
dream where you keep
running to get somewhere,
and you just never quite
reach your des na on.
Other mes it feels like the
proverbial hamster that
keeps running and the wheel keeps spinning
but the distance never changes.
Are we making a diﬀerence? The answer
to that is an unequivocal yes.
While
we
may not yet have ended legal abor on, we
have been con nually changing hearts and
minds and aﬀec ng public opinion in a
posi ve manner.
We keep plan ng the
seeds of truth in our everyday work, and pray
that it will take root and grow.
One of the most posi ve indicators of our
pro‐life eﬀorts over the years has been
through our media program supported by our
donors from the Signature Media Campaign.
Many, many abor on‐vulnerable people
search for abor on informa on on the
internet and get connected with life aﬃrming
resources through our program, and there
are usually lives saved! There are currently
two pregnancy resource centers directly
connected to this program, and 11 others
who are connected with Op on Line as an
intermediary. I receive reports weekly of the
number of contacts made from this program,
and it is heartwarming to know that there IS a
posi ve choice possible for women who are
unexpectedly pregnant that would never
have been possible if they thought Planned
Parenthood was the only answer.
There is plenty of news about Planned
Parenthood over the past year. Their long
me president, Cecile Richards, le the
organiza on and was replaced by Dr. Leana
Wen. Probably the only good thing that can
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be said about this is that in a recent tweet
on social media, Wen stated that abor on
was PP’s “core mission.” That’s probably
one of the only mes we’ve heard the
truth from PP! This blows a huge hole in
their annual report which has been
crea vely manipula ng the
data to show that abor on
is only 3% of their
business! PP will con nue
to be a force to be
reckoned with because of
their
huge
monetary
income and legisla ve es.
But
they
are
NOT
unbreakable!
The
department of Health and Human Services
is currently considering a rule change that
would prohibit giving Title X family
planning funds to any organiza on that
promotes abor on as a method of family
planning. This would eﬀec vely prevent PP
from receiving about $60 million dollars
annually.
In September of 2018, the
Democrats on Summit County Ohio Council
proposed a resolu on to condemn the
proposed Title X rule in a thinly veiled
a empt to show support for PP. Despite
overwhelming tes mony against the
resolu on, the democra cally controlled
council passed the resolu on. Ul mately,
it did not ma er because HHS had already
closed
the comment period for the
resolu on over a month previously.
In other good news, the 5th Circuit
Court of Appeals vacated an injunc on
barring Texas from stripping Planned
Parenthood aﬃliates of Medicaid funding.
The injunc on was based on an earlier
court ruling now overturned which stated
that undercover videos produced by David
Daleiden and the Center for Medical
Progress were decep vely edited to show
that PP altered abor on procedures to
retrieve ssue for research purposes or
allowed the researchers themselves to
perform the procedures.
A big indicator of changes to public
opinion are public opinion polls. Many
(Continued on page 2)
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news media o en state that Americans are
overwhelmingly pro‐choice, but what they don’t tell you
is how they word the ques ons that come up with these
sta s cs. Many polls use ques ons that measure the
labels Americans choose for themselves—such as pro‐
choice, or pro‐life—which do not reveal what they
actually want in terms of abor on policy. A recent
Marist/Knights of Columbus poll1 found that an
overwhelming majority, even among self‐iden ﬁed “pro
‐choice” individuals, support major restric ons on
abor on, and that only a small minority support late
term abor on.
 55% of those surveyed iden ﬁed as pro‐choice,
38% iden ﬁed as pro‐life, 7% were not sure.
 When broken down by party: 20% of Democrats,
70% of Republicans and 38% of Independents said
they were pro‐life; 75% of Democrats, 25% of
Republicans and 55% of Independents said they
were pro‐choice.
 42% of pro‐choice respondents said abor on
should be legal only in the 1st trimester; only 25%
of pro‐choice respondents said it should be
available any me.
 When asked if abor on should be banned at 20
weeks if the fetus can feel pain, 60% of all
respondents said yes.
 Nearly 1/2 of all respondents want control of
abor on to return to the states.
 3 out of 4 respondents were opposed or strongly
opposed to the use of public funds to pay for
abor on; 54% were opposed to tax dollars being
used at all.
What this poll shows me is that our educa on and
advocacy policies na onwide are working. It’s going to
take a lot to make abor on unthinkable, but this poll
shows that even those call themselves pro‐choice
realize that abor on at a certain point is wrong. It’s a
step in the right direc on. In the parable of the sower,
the farmer plants some seed in fer le ground, some on
the walkways, some in the rocks, some in the thorns
and bushes. The crops usually grow well in the fer le
ground, but it takes a lot of nourishment, watering, and
more to make it grow elsewhere. Likewise, when we
plant the seeds of truth through our educa on and
advocacy work, we rely on the Holy Spirit to make them
grow into the walkways, rocky ground and thorn bushes
of the hearts of those who are so apt to trivialize the
sanc ty of life.
Other posi ve news we had this past year was the
Supreme Court overturning a law in California that
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forced pregnancy resource centers to
adver se abor on. In Alabama and
West
Virginia,
states
passed
cons tu onal amendments that ensure
the right to life for preborn children.
Unfortunately for those states, the laws
will only take eﬀect if Roe v. Wade is
overturned, returning control of
abor on to the states. (Ohio cannot
pass such a “trigger” law. The state cons tu on does not
allow for this.)
There are lots of other posi ve things that happened this
past year, but there is something troubling me that gives
me increasing concern. That something is the division that
has been happening among pro‐life advocates when they
disagree on the paths we are taking to end abor on and
improve the culture of life. Whether it is about legisla on,
sidewalk advocacy, messaging, poli cs or anything else, I
think some mes we forget that we all are striving to bring
an end to abor on, and that there are many paths to take
to get there. Because someone feels strongly about one
way to do it over another doesn’t necessarily make
everyone else in opposi on. If someone disagrees with
you, it doesn’t make them your enemy. Too o en we
forget that in our 46 year “rush” to end abor on.
Yes, I know lots of things have happened that should
make us just want to go in a corner and cry. Ireland, a
primarily Catholic country, made abor on legal. (On the ﬂip
side, abor on is s ll illegal in 26 countries. In 37 other
countries, abor on is legal only to save the life of the
mother. Only 37% of the world’s 1.64 billion women of
reproduc ve age live in countries where abor on is
permi ed without restric on.2 ) The state of New York
recently passed legisla on to make abor on legal un l the
moment of birth. But did you know that in addi on to New
York, seven states plus Washington, D.C. have legalized late
‐term abor on: Alaska, Colorado, New Hampshire, New
Jersey, New Mexico, Oregon, and Vermont. This is horrible
news, but if you go back and read the results of the poll in
this ar cle, it’s now up to the people that oppose this to
change it. These laws were passed by legislators, and
legislators can be replaced.
I guess my point in all of this is that we can’t stop doing
what we’re doing, and it’s some mes next to impossible to
measure the eﬀect of our work. In the U.S., it took 89 years
to make slavery illegal and another 98 years to make civil
discrimina on illegal. We’ve been at this 46 years, and we
need to s ck together to keep making a case for life.
1
2

For complete poll, visit h p://www.kofc.org/en/news/polls
informa on online at World Economic Forum, May 28, 2018
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Abortion, a Leading Cause of Death:
Worldwide, Nationwide, Statewide

by Dr. Ray Adamek

According to Worldometers, based on data from the World
Health Organiza on, some 41.9 million human beings were
aborted in 2018, making abor on the leading cause of death
worldwide. To ﬁnd the latest comparable data for our na on
and state, we need to go back to 2014.
In 2014, the Gu macher Ins tute reported there were
926,200 abor on deaths in the U.S. In that year, the Na onal
Vital Sta s cs Reports of the Department of Health and
Human Services reported there were 614,348 U.S. deaths due
to diseases of the heart, making it the second most frequent
cause of death. The Ohio Department of Health (ODH)
reported there were 21,186 abor on deaths in the state in
2014, just below heart disease deaths (27,000) and cancer This data represents 2014 USA sta s cs na onwide. Abor on sta s cs and drug
sta s cs obtained from the Centers for Disease Control. Gun sta s cs obtained from
deaths (25,433).
procon.org. Gun sta s cs include suicide, homicide, uninten onal, legal interven on
Recently, the press has paid much a en on to two otherand undetermined intent.
tragic causes of death: drug overdose and ﬁrearms. The Akron Beacon Journal (12/19/18) reported there were some
70,000 deaths due to drug overdose and 40,000 gun‐related deaths na onwide, a total of 110,000 deaths. Again, using
the most recent data available (2014), and comparing across years indicates that abor on accounted for approximately
8.4 mes as many deaths as drugs and guns. Although the government itself does not include abor on as a cause of
death in repor ng deaths in its oﬃcial data, if we do so, we ﬁnd that some 26.1% of all deaths in the U.S. are due to
abor on.
A similar ar cle in the Kent‐Ravenna Record‐Courier (12/30/18) reported there were 1,589 gun deaths in Ohio in
2017, the highest rate since the state began keeping records in 1999. The Na onal Center for Health Sta s cs reported
4,329 drug‐overdose deaths in Ohio in 2016, which ranked second highest in the na on behind West Virginia. In 2017,
the ODH reported 20,893 abor on deaths, or 3.5 mes the number of Ohio deaths from shoo ngs and drug overdoses
combined.
Why governments don’t include abor ons when calcula ng deaths within their jurisdic ons is rather puzzling, since

they certainly have an impact on their popula ons’ life‐expectancy, health, and demographic characteris cs.

Court Finds Undercover Videos “Authentic…”

by Dr. Ray Adamek

In the summer of 2015 David Daleiden, President of the Center for Medical
Progress (CMP), released videos of conversa ons he and associate Sandra
Merri had with various representa ves of Planned Parenthood (PP) and other
Na onal Abor on Federa on abor on staﬀ. The 14 videos since released
purport to show that the abor on providers broke the law by selling aborted
baby body parts, modifying abor on procedures to obtain intact parts, and
viola ng pa ent conﬁden ality. Planned Parenthood and other providers
sought to dismiss the videos as decep vely edited, and were supported in this
conten on by the generally pro‐choice media.
The abor on providers sued the pro‐life inves gators, and under pro‐choice Texas A orney General, Kamala Harris
(now a Democra c Presiden al hopeful), and District A orney Devon Anderson, what should have been an inves ga on
of the abor on providers turned into an inves ga on of CMP. As a result, Daleiden and Merri have been defending
themselves in courts ever since.
When Texas sought to deny Planned Parenthood state funds in view of the videos, PP sued. A er a lower court
granted PP’s request to restore funding, Texas appealed. In January, the U.S. Fi h Circuit Court of Appeals reversed the
lower court’s decision. A three‐judge panel found that the videos were authen c and not decep vely edited, and that
Planned Parenthood associates did indeed circumvent ethical and legal guidelines in obtaining organs from unborn
babies they aborted. They also accused Planned Parenthood of viola ng federal law by performing par al birth

abor ons. (For more background on this topic, see our Lifeline issues from Fall, 2015 through Winter, 2016).
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Midterm Elections: Wins and Losses
Ohio Elec ons
The November, 2018 elec on news was generally
good for Ohio pro‐life voters. All ﬁve of the statewide
execu ve oﬃcers endorsed by the Ohio Right to Life
PAC won. This included the Governor/Lt. Governor
team of Mike DeWine and Jon Husted, A orney General
Dave Yost, Secretary of State Frank Larose, Auditor
Keith Faber, and Treasurer Robert Sprague. Also
winning and recommended by ORTL PAC were Ohio
Supreme Court Jus ces Mary DeGenaro and Craig
Baldwin. Of nine candidates recommended by ORTL
PAC for the Ohio Senate, eight won, while almost 80%
of pro‐life candidates running for the Ohio House won.
The la er included all pro‐life candidates in our
immediate ﬁve‐county area.
Federal Elec ons
The picture at the federal level was more of a mixed
bag. In the U.S. House, Democrats gained a majority,
now holding 235 seats to the Republican’s 199 seats.
The Democrats generally vote pro‐choice, while the
Republicans vote pro‐life. In last year’s 115th Congress,
for example, there were three bills that clearly
addressed only the
abor on issue. They
had to do with
taxpayer funding for
abor on, a ban on
abor on a er the
age (20 weeks)
when fetuses can
feel pain, and the
bill
requiring
treatment
for
children born alive
a er
a
failed
abor on a empt.
Between
228‐235
House Republicans
voted pro‐life on each of these bills, but only 2‐6
Democrats did.
In the U.S. Senate, 7 Democrats won elec ons, as did
7 Republicans. The result, however, was a gain of two
pro‐life votes for the Republicans, who increased their
majority by two (53‐47) over the previous Senate. This
result will make it easier for President Trump to have his
judicial nomina ons conﬁrmed.
As we noted in the past, President Trump has thus far
been our most pro‐life President to date. Since his
inaugura on, the President has nominated and/or
appointed over 30 pro‐life or pro‐family persons to
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various posi ons, most of whom will have a direct impact
on prolife policy. This has included several judicial
appointments.
Although all U.S. Senators swear or aﬃrm that they will
“support and defend the Cons tu on,” some appear to be
applying a religious test to judicial nominees. When Amy
Coney Barre was nominated to serve on the 7th Circuit
Court of Appeals, Senator Diane Feinstein (D, CA) said,
“When you read your speeches, the conclusion one draws is
that the [Catholic] dogma lives loudly within you, and that’s
of concern when you come to big issues” … [obviously
referring to abor on]. Senator Dick Durbin (D, IL) asked,
“Do you consider yourself an orthodox Catholic?” Barre
replied in part, “… my personal church aﬃlia on or my
religious belief would not bear on the discharge of my
du es as a judge.” Judge Barre was conﬁrmed by a Senate
vote of 55‐43 on November 2, 1977.
On November 13, 2018, Brian C. Buescher, President
Trump’s nominee for the U.S. District Court in Nebraska was
ques oned by Senators Mazie Hirono (D, HI) and Kamala
Harris (D, CA) regarding his membership in the Knights of
Columbus, a Catholic fraternal organiza on. Since the
group is pro‐life, Senator Harris wanted to know if he was
aware of the K
of C’s opposi on
to
abor on
when he joined.
Because of its
“extreme
posi ons,”
Senator Hirono
suggested
Buescher should
recuse himself
from any future
case related to
the
subject
ma er.
Buescher’s
response to the Senators was that judges don’t enforce
their personal beliefs, they enforce the law. His nomina on
has not been voted on as yet. Senators
please
note:
Ar cle VI of the Cons tu on, referring to both state and
federal oﬃces in the legisla ve, execu ve, and judicial
branches of government states: “… no religious test shall
ever be required as a qualiﬁca on to any oﬃce or pubic
trust under the United States.” On January 16, the Marist
Ins tute for Public Opinion published a poll of 1,066
American adults which indicated that 85% agreed that
religion should not be a factor when assessing someone’s

ﬁtness to serve in the federal government.
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Planned Parenthood’s New President

by Dr. Ray Adamek

On November 12, 2018, Leana Wen, a physician, was appointed head of the
Planned Parenthood Federa on of America, replacing past president Cecile
Richards. On the CBS This Morning TV show on her ﬁrst oﬃcial day on the job,
Wen made it clear that Planned Parenthood wants to con nue being the na on’s
primary provider of abor ons. (It now accounts for some 35% of the na on’s
total). She said, “Women’s health care is health care and health care shouldn’t be
poli cal.” She also revealed that she was very familiar with the poli cal situa on,
sta ng: “We have more than 25 governors now who are pro women’s health.”
Asked about the possibility of Roe v. Wade being overturned, she said, “There are
15 cases right now that are just one step away from the Supreme Court. And in the
past seven years there have been 400 laws in diﬀerent states that directly restrict
women’s access. And I’m deeply concerned about this from a public health
perspec ve.”
In a December 16, 2018 post on Twi er, Dr. Wen made it clear that she was speaking about abor on. She said:
“From here on out, we want to be clear: Planned Parenthood services, from birth control to cancer screenings and
abor on, are standard medical care. Reproduc ve health care is healthcare. Women’s healthcare is healthcare. And
healthcare is a basic human right.” Finally, in January, Wen tweeted, “First, our core mission is providing, protec ng
and expanding access to abor on and reproduc ve health care – it’s a fundamental human right and women’s lives are

at stake.”

Planned Parenthood’s 2017-18 Annual Report
Planned Parenthood recently released
their latest annual report, and as expected,
their report con nues to downplay the fact
that abor on is the major focus of their
organiza on. This report purports that
abor on is only 3.4% of the services they
oﬀer. This decep ve number is arrived at
by dividing the number of abor on
procedures by the total number of
procedures performed at PP, such as STI
tests, blood tests, contracep on, cancer
screenings, pregnancy tests, UTI’s and
more. They treat each “service” as equal
in nature. For instance, if a woman visits
PP for an abor on, and while she’s there she is also given
a pregnancy test, blood test, an STI test, HIV test, cancer
screening, and contracep ves, while the abor on was
the primary procedure, it is only considered 1/7th of the
services. On PP’s method of determining percentage of
services, a New York Post ar cle by Rich Lowry in 2015
stated that “Major League Baseball teams could say that
they sell about 20 million hot dogs and play 2,430 games
in a season, so baseball is only .012% of what they do.”
PP’s annual report lis ng abor on as only 3.4% of
their business was debunked by their own president,
Leana Wen in a recent statement where she stated that
“abor on is PP’s core mission.”
In the past year, PP ended the lives of 332,757 human
LifeLINES

by Denise Leipold

beings through abor ons, more than
11,000 more than the 321,384 lives they
reported ending in their 2016‐17 annual
report. At the same me, almost every
other category of services that they
provide decreased.
Contracep on
services decreased by approximately
80,000,
cancer
screenings
by
approximately 45,000, and other
“women’s
health
services”
by
approximately 13,000. The only other
“service” that increased other than
abor ons were treatments for sexually
transmi ed diseases.
From an
organiza on that promotes sexual promiscuity in their
“responsible sex educa on” classes taught in many of our
public schools, this is hardly surprising.
PP’s report indicates that their total net assets
increased from $1.6 billion to $1.9 billion, not bad for a
non‐proﬁt! Their government funding increased by $20
million, and they received over $631 million in dona ons.
PP con nues to pour millions into lobbying, poli cs and
campaign contribu ons to help support their agenda.
Their annual report proves that this organiza on that
rou nely ends the lives of preborn human beings and
earns huge proﬁts should not receive our tax dollars when
there are thousands of be er and real health care
alterna ves.
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We Marched for Life!
Right to Life of Northeast Ohio sponsored a 1 day trip to
Washington, DC, for the 46th annual March for Life on January 18.
While there, some of the group visited the Vietnam War Memorial.
We pointed out that if you took the thousands of names of those
killed listed on the wall and added them to the numbers of those
Americans killed in every conﬂict since the start of our country
including the American Revolu on, the War of 1812, the Civil War,
WWI, WWII, the Korean War, Afghanistan, Iraq, the ongoing war on
terror and everything in between, it would amount to roughly 1.4
million people killed in 243 years. Compare that to the more than 60
million human beings legally killed through abor on in only 46 years
since Roe v Wade, and it is sickening. We also a ended the March for
Life Rally where we were privileged to hear in person from Vice
President and Mrs. Pence and view a very powerful videotaped pro‐
life message from President Trump where he vowed to veto any
legisla on crossing his desk that weakens the protec on of human
life. We joined hundreds of thousands of people from all across the
country in a peaceful march to demand an end to the killing of human
beings through abor on.
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Saturday
April 6, 2019
SYB Party Center
4157 Hudson Dr.
Stow OH 44224
Social Hour 4pm
Dinner 5pm
Your support of Right to Life of Northeast Ohio
goes toward our mission of protec ng
innocent human lives from concep on
through natural death...no excep ons.
Life Educa on Fund is a 501c3 aﬃliate with
Right to Life of Northeast Ohio. Contribu ons
to Life Educa on Fund are tax deduc ble
under IRS rules and regula ons.

Keynote Speaker

You’ve seen her on Fox News, CNN, MSNBC, the Today Show, CBS, ABC, and HBO and you’ll o en
ﬁnd her holding a bullhorn protes ng abor on on the steps of the United States Supreme Court!
With Students for Life, she is dedicated to abolishing abor on by iden fying, equipping and
mobilizing this pro‐life genera on, which is the direct target of today’s abor on industry. She has
recently received the tle “One of the 4 worst an ‐abor on misinformers” by Media Ma ers, a tle
that she is very proud of! She has done this all while being a wife to her husband, raising her four
lovely children, and in her “free me” volunteering at the Cys c Fibrosis Founda on.

Do you know someone who exemplifies the value of caring and whose unselfish
contributions to the protection of life from conception through natural death
deserves recognition?

Great leaders inspire
greatness in others.
LifeLINES

Right to Life of Northeast Ohio is accep ng nomina ons for our
annual volunteer recogni on to be presented on April 6, 2019
at our annual “Celebrate Life” dinner. Awards to be presented
are the Marie McNeill Life Educa on Award, Defender of Life
Award, and Champion of Life Award. Submission deadline for
nomina ons is March 23, 2019. For a full descrip on of awards
and
nomina on
form,
visit
our
website
at
www.RTLofNEO.com/nomina ons.
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572 West Market St. Suite 2 • Akron, OH 44303
330‐762‐2785
www.RightToLifeofNortheastOhio.com

Our Mission
Protec ng the sanc ty of human life from concep on
through natural death...NO EXCEPTIONS

The Main Issues
Abor on
Embryonic Stem Cell Research & Cloning
Euthanasia & End of Life Decisions

Our Goal
Building the Culture of Life

Our Strategies
Educate with the facts concerning life issues
Legislate by promo ng laws protec ng innocent
human lives
Advocate as a voice for the voiceless
Unify those seeking to defend life
Mul ply our voices to increase in strength

Right to Life
of

Northeast Ohio
Denise Leipold
Execu ve Director
Board of Directors
Ken Leipold
President

Amy Zimmerman
Vice President

Patrick McNeill
Secretary

Reita Miller
Treasurer

Dr. Ray Adamek
Kayla Atchison
Shari Cavallaro
Robert Hedrick
Jonathan Schulz
Ted Varga
Linda Warren

PLEASE HELP US...
...to con nue in our ﬁght to
protect innocent human life
from concep on through
natural death…
NO EXCEPTIONS!
You can use the envelope
enclosed with this newsle er
to make a dona on by mail
or
CALL
330‐762‐2785
or

Youth For Life of Northeast Ohio
is a program of
Right to Life of Northeast Ohio.
Life Educa on Fund is a 501c3
aﬃliate with Right to Life of
Northeast Ohio.
Contribu ons to Life Educa on Fund
are tax deduc ble under IRS rules.

make a secure online
dona on on our website by
clicking on the “donate” tab.

No law
can give you
the right
to do
what is
wrong.
Abraham Lincoln

