ACLU supports the “War on Women”!
Abortion advocates who choose to de‐
value the life of the unborn often say that
pro‐life advocates are waging a war against
w o me n a n d t h e i r r e p ro d uc t i v e
rights. Nothing could be further from the
truth! Until abortion becomes illegal, pro‐
life advocates will continue to try and
protect the life of the child AND the mother
by advocating for laws which protect the
safety and well being of both.

Abortion advocates say that
requiring informed consent and
higher standards of practice for
abortion facilities harms women!

Fall 2013

Such is the case with the new state
budget bill. According to federal law, we
can’t end abortion completely in states, but
we CAN regulate abortion facilities and
practices so that women will be better
informed and have higher safety standards
in abortion facilities. With any other medical
procedure, patients choose accredited
medical facilities, are informed of all
possible risks, and sign papers
acknowledging informed consent. Abortion
advocates say that requiring the same for
abortion harms women! Do they prefer that
women stay uninformed about risks, use
unclean or rarely inspected facilities, and
put concern for safety last?
Abortion
advocates are the ones battling against
women!
On October 9th, the ACLU, with the
support of the abortion industry, filed suit
against Governor Kasich, the state medical
board and others to block three of the pro‐
life amendments in the budget bill, including
 the heartbeat informed consent
requirement,
 new funding for crisis pregnancy centers,
 the ban on transfer agreements between
public hospitals & abortion facilities.
Ohio Right to Life has a pivotal role in
helping to establish the process for the
pregnancy centers funding stream and
recently came to our office for a meeting
with the crisis pregnancy centers in

northeast Ohio. This historic meeting of
all the centers was very successful toward
starting the process so centers can better
provide assistance to women and their
families so that they won’t kill their
unborn children. The ACLU lawsuit grinds
the funding process to a temporary halt.
“This lawsuit contradicts itself,” says
ORTL president Mike Gonidakis. “On the one
hand, the ACLU claims the budget ‘should
be’ for appropriating funds and on the other
hand they claim that they do not like how
the funds are appropriated. By their own
admission, this so‐called lawsuit is all about
abortion‐on‐demand. It has nothing to do

ORTL Legislative Director Kayla Smith speaks to
area CPC directors to gain input for use in
establishing the rules for the new funding stream.

with the Ohio Constitution. This is nothing
more than a pro‐abortion legal stunt by the
ACLU which ultimately will cost Ohio
taxpayers significantly. In the end, all three
of these pro‐life laws will by upheld by the
courts. Tragically, much needed resources
will be blocked temporarily from going to
poor pregnant women, especially in the
rural parts of Ohio. Instead of offering
common sense solutions to help women, the
abortion industry, the ACLU and their
lawyers choose to waste time and money on

frivolous lawsuits.”
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Sustainability

Denise Leipold Executive Director

We hear a lot about sustainability
when speaking about the environment.
President Obama speaks about global
warming and how we must change our
ways so that the earth is sustainable for
future generations. He says we must
believe in the science.
We also hear about sustainability
when talking about our economy.
President Obama speaks about our
social challenges and Obamacare. He
says that in order to sustain and build
our economy we must integrate
cultural, health related, monetary and
financial aspects of our country. We
must integrate environmental, social
equity and economic demands. He says
we must believe in his vision.
But what about the facts that speak
otherwise?:
 that science proves human life
begins at conception,
 that facts show the world
population rate decreasing at an
alarming rate because of abortion
and contraception, and that
contraception is often tied to
granting of economic help to third
world countries,
 that abortion rates among black
Americans are so high that they
theoretically can abort themselves
into extinction,
 that economic growth needs

says that
“sustainability is an
awareness of the
connectivity of the
world and the
implications of our

actions. It is finding
solutions through innovative
approaches, expanding future options by
practicing environmental stewardship,
building governance institutions that
continually learn, and instilling values
that promote justice.”
True sustainability needs to be
practiced by all, and I know for certain
that we fall into the definition above,
especially since we work hard to instill
values that promote justice. Through
our missions, we work to sustain life,
morality and more, and use everything
and every tool in the most economic
way possible. In order to financially
sustain our mission, however, we do
 that human reproduction is a God
need your help. Please, won’t you
given right, and abortion is NOT—
consider taking part in our monthly
”Thou shalt not kill”,
pledge program? Your prayers and your
 that the lucrative abortion industry
monetary support will help us in our
receives MILLIONS of tax dollars to
mission to sustain life as God wants.
operate, while non‐profit
You can find out more about our
organizations that advocate for
life..the NATURAL way … get nothing. monthly pledge program on our website
under the “Donate” tab.
Charles Redman, a founding director
For Life,
and professor of the School of
Denise Leipold
Sustainability at Arizona State University
Executive Director

people, and since 1973 more than 56
million human lives were killed
through abortion, and they and their
descendants cannot contribute to our
failing economy,
that thriving economies are based on
stable homes, and today’s marriage
rates are at an all time low, while
cohabitation and out of wedlock
children are acceptable, instead of
the exception,

March for Life
January 22, 2014
Adults and Students:
There are still a few seats left for our annual trip to
Washington DC for the March for Life. We will be leaving
on Monday, January 20 and returning after the march on
January 22. Cost is $225, and includes two nights lodging,
transportation and much more. Call Executive Director
Denise Leipold for questions and information now at 330‐
762‐2785! This is a truly awesome experience!
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We’ve been busy…..!
We’re always actively involved in pursuing our mission, and thought you’d enjoy seeing pictures of some of what
we and other affiliated pro‐life groups have been doing over the last few months!

The winning team from Davis Eye Center poses with honorary
chairman Don Cockroft (center) at the Right to Life of Northeast
Ohio Golf for Life tournament on September 16.

Bob Perry from Life Issues Institute and Kristan Hawkins from
Students for Life were the speakers at the Youth for Life of
Northeast Ohio fall conference on September 21.

Denise Leipold went to Washington DC to the Students for Life
office to meet with pro‐life youth leaders from around the
country in order to coordinate our efforts.

Executive Director Denise Leipold taught all the freshman
theology classes at St. Vincent St. Mary High School on
October 1 in coordination with “Respect Life” month.

St. Bernard’s church in Akron had a huge turnout for the annual Life Chain! Akron
was one of 1,552 cities participating in the Life Chain throughout the US and Canada.
LifeLINES

Our office took part in National Pro Life Chalk Day by
chalking the sidewalks at the Akron Metro Bus
Station with lots of pro‐life messages.

www.RightToLifeofNortheastOhio.com
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The Latest Ohio Abortion Statistics
The Ohio Department of
Health released its annual report
in October. Statewide, reported
abortions were up by 2.9% over
2011, for a total of 25,473, or an
average of just under 70 per
day. However, the report noted
that an unusually low number of
abortions were reported in
2011, and that the 2012 figures
represent the second lowest
number of abortions reported in Ohio since 1976.
Better news was reported for the local area.
Abortions for residents living in Medina, Portage, Stark,
Wayne and Summit counties were down by 1.1% overall,
while they were down by 3.8% in Summit County, which
has the area’s sole abortion clinic in Akron. This was the
7th straight year that resident abortions have decreased
in Summit County. While there may be many other
reasons for this local decrease, our educational and
witnessing efforts, along with the effort of 6 local
pregnancy help centers certainly deserve some credit.
Client Characteristics.
Following is a summary of some of the known
characteristics of women obtaining abortions:
 Age under 20:13.7%; 20‐24: 34.3%; 25‐29:
24.4%; 30 and over: 27.5%
 Race white: 54.2%; black: 40.1%; other: 5.7%
 Education high school or less: 58.4%;
some college: 28.8%; Bachelor’s Degree: 10.2%;
Graduate Degree: 2.6%
 Marital Status never married: 81%; divorced,
separated or widowed: 8.6%; married: 10.4%



by Dr. Ray Adamek

Number of Living Children none: 34.4%;

one:

28.3%; two or more: 37.3%


Using Contraception at Time of Conception?
Yes: 32%; No: 68.1%



Number of Prior Abortions none: 52.8%; one:

28.9%; two or more: 18.3%
Comments
1. It’s evident that many women and men aren’t exercising
their legitimate moral right to control their own bodies.
That is, although they don’t wish to conceive a child now,
they engage in an activity that can have this result. They
then destroy the child they are responsible for.
2. Blacks are overrepresented in the abortion count. While
they make up only 12.2% of the state’s population, they
account for 40% of the abortions—3.2 times greater
than their numbers in the population would lead one to
expect. At the national level, they have about 2.7 times
the number of abortions one would expect. An analysis
of data for 7 counties in northeast Ohio yields similar
figures. Abortion is devastating the black community.
3. Given the facts that more than ⅔ of women having
abortions weren’t using any contraceptive method, and
that almost ⅕ had already had 2 or more abor ons, it
appears that many use abortion as birth control.
4. The report indicates that in 2012, 367 unborn children at
20 weeks or more gestation were aborted, an average of
1 a day. This number decreased from 525 late‐term
abortions in 2011, and hopefully will continue to fall
since Ohio’s Viable Infants Protection Act prohibits
abortion after 20 weeks when the child is determined to
be viable. This October, the Cleveland Center for
Women’s Health, a late‐term abortion clinic run by Dr.
Martin Ruddock, closed.
(Visit our website for the full report.)


IRS Harasses Pro-Life Organizations

by Dr. Ray Adamek

Lois Lerner, former IRS official, admitted in May 2013 that between 2010 and 2012 the IRS selectively harassed
conservative groups applying for tax exempt status as charitable educational organizations. She said the applications
were allowed to “sit around for a while,” and noted the groups were asked questions “that weren’t really necessary for
that type of application.” In contrast, liberal groups’ applications were processed relatively quickly. Several pro‐life
groups were also targeted for special scrutiny. The experiences of 6 are listed below.
1. Cherish Life Ministries offers help to coalitions of churches that support women with crisis pregnancies, promotes
abstinence and an end to abortion. The director was told by the IRS that his was a political organization and that it
must teach from a pro‐abortion perspective. He responded that the IRS doesn’t tell Planned Parenthood that it
must teach from a pro‐life perspective. The IRS threatened to withhold approval, but relented after 16 months.
2. Coalition for Life of Iowa applied for tax exempt status in October 2008. The IRS office requested detailed
information about the content of the group’s prayer meetings, signs and educational seminars. The agent said
approval of the application wouldn’t be sent until they received a letter, signed by the entire board, stating that
under penalty of perjury, they would not picket/protest or organize groups to do so outside Planned Parenthood
(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 4)

clinics. The latter is a clear violation of the members’ 1st amendment rights of free speech and assembly. Their
application was finally granted.
3. Coalition for Life Emerald Coast in Florida engages in pro‐life education, holds prayer vigils outside abortion clinics,
and offers pro‐life alternatives. They received a letter signed by Ms. Lerner saying their application would have to
be seen by an “exempt organization specialist”. It said they would be contacted in about 90 days, but they were
not until 285 days later. As of August, 2013, they were still waiting for approval.
4. Small Victories in Illinois provides women
with free pregnancy tests, ultrasound
services, informal counseling, and material
assistance. When they applied for tax free
status, the Chicago IRS office mounted an
intrusive investigation, calling the leaders
every 2‐3 weeks during 2011. C3 status was
granted one year later.
5. Christian Voices for Life of Texas seeks “to
educate the community, particularly people
of faith, on the life issues and to encourage
prayer, action and ministry to build a culture
that respects the sanctity of human life.”
They participate in national programs such as
Life Chain and 40 Days for Life. An IRS agent
told them they didn’t qualify for tax exempt
status under C3 rules. They were also asked
if their educational efforts covered both
sides of the issue. After engaging a lawyer
from the Thomas More Society, they pointed
out that the much larger Life Chain and 40
Days organizations were C3 organizations,
and that the IRS definition of “education”
expressly includes organizations that
“advocate a particular position or
viewpoint.” After 10 months, they were
granted C3 status.
6. Pro‐Life Revolution of Texas provides
emergency shelter for women in crisis
pregnancies, develops multimedia
educational programs, and does sidewalk
counseling.
When they applied for C3
status, an IRS agent told them they must
remain neutral on the issue of abortion, and
they could not force their religion on others.
She, as some of the others above, attempted
to apply a standard of education to the
gro u p t h a t ha d be e n d e c l a r e d
unconstitutional in federal court in 1980.
With the help of the law firm Alliance
Defending Freedom, the group received C3
status 2½ years after application. (For more
information, see LifeNews, 8/1/13).
LifeLINES
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We Celebrated Life!!!!!
The Right to Life of Northeast Ohio Celebrate Life Dinner & Silent Auction was held on Saturday, October 26 at
Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church. Attendees had a wonderful time, enjoyed a fabulous meal, and got lots of
terrific bargains at the auction tables! It was a fun and busy evening while we raised funds to help us continue with
our mission of protecting innocent human life.

To be a good pro‐life advocate,
you need to know:
 all about the issues, including abortion, embryonic stem
cell research, euthanasia, assisted suicide and more…
 about current legislation, news, and initiatives which
affect the sanctity of life….
 programs and events which can
help to change the hearts and
minds of those who would
endanger innocent life….
 how to help those who have
experienced the tragedy of
abortion….

You need to stay informed.
Find the answers you need and more at:

www.RightToLifeofNortheastOhio.com
LifeLINES

REALLY!!
We’ve come into the future and are
determined to get important information
out as fast as we can!

Please LIKE us!
www.facebook.com/NEOhioLife
or type Right to Life of Northeast Ohio
in your search bar.
You don’t have to be a facebook member
to view our page!

www.RightToLifeofNortheastOhio.com
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Our Mission
Protecting the sanctity of human life from
conception through natural death

The Issues
Abortion
Embryonic Stem Cell Research & Cloning
Euthanasia & End of Life Decisions

Our Goal
Building the Culture of Life

Our Strategies
Educate with the facts concerning life issues
Legislate by promoting laws protecting innocent
human lives
Advocate as a voice for the voiceless
Unify those seeking to defend life
Multiply our voices to increase in strength

Right to Life
of

THANK YOU for helping to protect all innocent human life from conception to natural death.

Northeast Ohio
Name

Denise Leipold
Executive Director

Address

Board of Directors
City/State/Zip

Ken Leipold
President
Amy Zimmerman
Vice President
Dr. Ray Adamek
Secretary
Joseph Pollack
Treasurer
Pat D’Andrea
Zach Myers
Bill Obendorf
Youth For Life of Northeast Ohio
is a program of
Right to Life of Northeast Ohio.
Life Education Fund is a 501c3 affiliate
with Right to Life of Northeast Ohio.
Contributions to Life Education Fund are
tax deductible under IRS rules.



Become a member

Return to:









$30 Individual
$60 Family
$75 Associate
$100 Corporate*

Membership Dues
Membership Dues
(Church or Organization)
*Call for more information

Please accept my donation of $__________
Check made out to Right to Life of Northeast Ohio is enclosed
Charge my ____Visa
____Mastercard

Phone

Card #: _________________________________Exp.:___________

E‐Mail

______________________________________________________
Signature

Right to Life of Northeast Ohio • 572 W. Market St. Suite 2 • Akron OH 44303

SOS!!!
Postage costs have gone up again, and so have our printing costs.
We’d like to send out our newsletter by e‐mail to as many people as
possible to help decrease costs. If you are willing to receive your
newsletter by e‐mail, please e‐mail: newsletter@rtlofneo.com
All you need to do is put your name and address in the body of the
message so that we can remove your name from our “snail mail” list
and put you on the e‐mail list. THANK YOU!!!!

